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SUBJECT: Things to Look for in the 2 March 1969 

Congressional Election Results in Chile 


1. With 180 seats at stake in this election and five 
major national parties competing for votes, it is important 
that we isolate those key elements by which the significance 
of this election should be judged. That is the purpose of 
this memorandum. One will find that the focus is necessarily 
in terms of the 1970 presidential election for which the 

2 March 1969 election will set the stage. The next major 
development in Chile will be the political party congresses 
which will occur in mid-1969 and which will be affected by 
the congressional election results. 

2. The first item to watch is the Christian Democratic 
Party vote in percentage terms. (Attached is a breakdown of 
the vote in the 1964 presidential, 1965 congressional, and 
1967 municipal elections.) Within Chile, of course, for 
propaganda purposes each political group will try to apply 

a different standard to compare with the PDC vote after the 
election. The PDC will make great claims about its increase 
of 10-12 senators and the opposition will cite the exceptional 
42 percent PDC vote of 1965 to show a PDC decline. However, 
after the propaganda dust has settled the PDC will have to 
chart its future course and this will be determined in great 
part by the party's showing on 2 March. The key figures to 
watch are the following: 

a. PDC vote exceeds 35 percent - clearly a victory 
for the party. Will assure a Toraic candidacy 
since he will be convinced (as will State and 
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the Embassy) that Tomic just might be able to 
pull off his opening-to-the~lef t strategy. 

Note: Tomic can have the PDC nomination if 

he wants; the problem he has is a fear of being 
defeated. The other major effect of a very 
high PDC vote would be a majority in both the 
Chamber and Senate which, in practical terms 
will not mean very much for Frei and his pro- 
gram since he will be lame duck after 2 March. 

b. PDC vote is about 33 percent - the result within 
The party would be indeterminate as Tomic would 
have to weigh whether even to try. The PDC 
itself would have been neither rejected nor 
endorsed in any major way by the electorate. „ 

c. PDC vote is less than 30 percent - a disaster 
for Frei and his "party 7 Tomic drops out of the . 
race, possibly after another dramatic but-, 
unsuccessful attempt to get Communist support-; 
the nomination goes to Leighton which means'" 
that the PDC/Alessandri split of the 58 percent 
non-Marxist vote is more even. Embassy and 
State is in a quandary but finally realizes 
that it is Alessandri or a Marxist. 

• < 

3. The next major thing to note is the Radical and the 
National party votes. If the Radicals significantly exceed 
15 percent of the vote (20 percent, for example) this would 
breath new life into that party* s left wing leadership and 
boost the popular front presidential chances for 1970. It 
would also go a long way towards assuring that a Radical 
(Baltra, specifically) gets the nomination. This would be 
probably the most dangerous development for our position 
since the Communists, Socialists, and Radicals in a good race 
could come close to 45 percent. The National vote is important 
for Alessandros campaign. If the Nationals exceed 15 per- 
cent in an appreciable way and poll more votes than the 
Radicals, Alessandri will be almost a shoo-in. In fact, the 
chances would be good that a portion of- the Radical party 
initially would go for Alessandri, and eventually almost 
the whole party would fall in line behind this candidacy. 
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4. Finally, the splinter Popular Socialist Union party 
of Raul Ampuero will face life or death in the election. All 
reporting promises a modest USP showing of about 60,000 votes 
and the defeat of Ampuero, thus spelling the effective end 

of this party. However, if the USP reaches 100,000 votes 
and elects Ampuero, this party's survival is guaranteed through 
1970 and the left will have a hard time getting behind either 
of their two best candidates: (1) Allende, because Ampuero 

detests the man and will go to any length to block him and 
(2) Baltra, because he is a Radical and both the USP and 
regular Socialists are in competition to see which can be more 
anti-Radical. On the other hand, if the USP ceases to exist, 
the chances that the Communists will be able to engineer an 
alliance behind either of these Marxists is substantially 
improved. 

5. There are several contests which bear close watching: 
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6. The above factors and races, I believe, represent 
the heart of this election. There has been no attempt to 
predict results, but rather to point out key things to watch 
and try to outline probable consequences from a variety of 
possible happenings. It is always possible that such a strange 
mixture of things will flow from this elections hat it will 
be impossible to learn very much about where we stand at this 
time relative to 1970. However, I believe, that when the 
results are in, it will be possible to make use of the above 
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and tell pretty well where we stand for the presidential 
contest, i.e., which-alliances will be formed, who will be 
the candidates, and even who will most likely win. 
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1964 Presidential Election 


Percentage 


Eduardo Frei 

1,400,000. . 


56.1 


Salvador Allende.... 

1,000,000. , 


38.9 


Julio Duran 

125,000.. 


5.0 


Congressional Election 



Seats 

Christian Democrats. 

Votes 

. . .990,000. . . 

Percentage Deps 

Sen 

Radicals 

. . .310,000. . . 

13.3 

20 

9 

Communists 

. . .285,000. . . 

12.2 

18 

5 

Socialists 

...240,000... 

10.3 

15 

7 

♦Liberals . . . . 

. . .171,000. . . 

7.3 

6 

5 

♦Conservatives. ....... 

. . .123,000. . . 

5.2 

3 

2 

Other 

... 1 60 , 000 ... 

9.4 

3 

4 







2,280,000. . . 

100.0 

147 

45 

1967 Municipal Election 

Christian Democrats.. 

Votes 

...830,000 ... 

Percentage 
35.5 


Radicals 

...377,000 ... 


16.1 : 


Communists 

. . .351,000 . . . 


15.1 


Socialists 

...322,000 ... 


13.8 


♦Nationals 

...330,000 ... 


14.1 


Other 

... 110,000 ..; 

3 -- 




2,320,000 


100.0 



♦Liberals and Conservatives united after 1965 to form National Party 




